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May 3,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue. :NE, Suite I10 
Washington. DC 2ooO1, 

Dear Sectemy Dortch: 

As chairman of the Indiana l'elehealth Advisory Consortium (TAC), I would like to 
express my sincere support and enthusiasm for Indiana's proposal to participate in the 
FCC's Rural Wealth Care Pilot t'rogram. 'This pilot program will provide an un-matched 
opportunity for rural health prwiders in Indiana to leverage health information 
technology thar would likely have not been available to them. 

It has been encouraging io see multiple health providers. networks. universities md 
telecommunications providers 'come together to collaborate on this proposal. Indiana has 
a wealth of network manageine!nt expertise in our own backyard and the FCC application 
process itself has enlightened many to the possibilities. 

This application has inspired a n o n ~ p ~ ~  response for the ultimate benefit of Hoosier 
patients. The 'TAC looks forward to providing support (awareness, education, promotion) 
during the impIem~ta~ion  oP this comprehensive nehvork. 

Sincerely, 

/? 
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May 3,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 1 10 
Washington, DC 20002 

Administration 
601 W. Second Street 
P.O. Box 1149 
Bloomington, IN 47402 

bloomingtonhospital.org 

Dear Secretary Dortch, 

The Bloomington Hospital is pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health Association and the multiple 
organizations from across the State of Indiana that have partnered to develop an application for funding under 
the Federal Communications Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program. 

The Bloomington Hospital is a Healthcare Organization that is committed to improving the health and well- 
being of residents of Indiana, Bloomington, and the nine surrounding counties in our service area. Given these 
factors I am confident that the Indiana hreulth Network will prove beneficial to Indiana’s health care providers 
and ultimately patients through improved access to broadband that will enable increased utilization of telehealth 
applications. 

The Indiana Health Network would pr0vid.e an innovative approach to address the needs of Indiana’s health 
care providers and ultimately the patients that they serve, as well as providing a means for all of Indiana’s 
health care providers to share vital information. In addition, funding through the Federal Communications 
Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program also promises to bring high speed connectivity to many of 
Indiana’s rural communities that currently have little or no access to this resource, which would promote the 
economic development of these Indiana small towns and rural communities. 

Realizing the potential impact of this project your sincere consideration regarding hnding is appreciated. 

If you should have any questions regarding this matter please feel free to contact me at (812) 353-9555 or via 
e-mail at mmoore@bloomingtonhospitall.org. 

Sincerely, <./y& 
oore. Pr sident/CEO 

Bloomington Hospital 



May 4,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch, 

The Bloomington E-Health Collaborative is pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health Association and the 
multiple organizations from across the State: of Indiana that have partnered to develop an application for funding 
under the Federal Communications Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program. 

The Bloomington E-Health Collaborative is a community-based organization leading the health information 
exchange (HIE) effort on behalf of healthcare stakeholders in Monroe and surrounding counties in South 
Central Indiana. I am confident that the Lna‘iana Health Network will prove beneficial to Indiana’s health care 
providers and ultimately patients through improved access to broadband that will enable increased utilization of 
telehealth applications. 

The Indiana Health Network would provide an innovative approach to address the needs of Indiana’s health 
care providers and ultimately the patients thlat they serve, as well as providing a means for all of Indiana’s 
health care providers to share vital information. In addition, funding through the Federal Communications 
Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program also promises to bring high speed connectivity to many of 
Indiana’s rural communities that currently have little or no access to this resource, which would promote the 
economic development of these Indiana small towns and rural communities. 

Realizing the potential impact of this projiect your sincere consideration regarding funding is appreciated. 

If you should have any questions regarding this matter please feel free to contact me at (812) 353-4025 or via 
e-mail at trowland@bloomingtonhospital.org. 

Sincerely, 

Todd Rowland, M.D. 
Executive Director 
Bloomington E-Health Collaborative 
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Office of the President & CEO 
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Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
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May 2, 2007 

Shawna Girgis 
Executive Director 
Indiana Rural Health Associati'on 
2900 West 16th Street 
Bedford, I N  47421 

Dear Ms. Girgis: 

On behalf of Internet2, I am pleased to  write in support of the proposal that the 
Indiana Rural Health Association (IRHA) will be submitting in response to  the 
Federal Communication Commission's Rural Health Care Support Mechanism, WE 
Docket No. 02-60. 

IRHA appears to  be well positioned to  provide enhanced access to  underserved 
Indiana Missouri regions. W'ith 35 Critical Access Hospitals and over 50 Rural 
Health Clinics, IRHA will be Ipositioned to improve the health and well-being of rural 
patients through telehealth (applications, including telemedicine, health information 
exchange, distance educatiom and training, public health surveillance, emergency 
preparedness, and trauma system development. IRHA will contribute to  the 
improvement of healthcare :statewide through remote diagnosis and treatment, and 
the use of InternetZ's high bandwidth network providing access to  unmatched 
content and support. 

The proposal will utilize the new Internet2 Network and the regional networks to 
expand the telehealth infrastructure and provide high speed connections to all 
participants. By incorporating Internet2's middleware, security, and performance 
measurement tools, it also will1 provide secure exchange of  medical records, permit 
remote access to expert diagnosis and treatment, increase cost-efficiencies by 
reducing costs associated with travel, and enhance training and research 
collaboration with secure multi-site videoconferencing. The use of Internet23 
network not only will provide an effective, secure, and system for statewide and 
national telehealth and telemedicine, but also will ensure that training and other 
integrated resources will be incorporated to  optimize the network's utility. In  doing 
so, the regional network that will be created will facilitate the exchange of reliable 
data, and digital image, voice, and video transmissions with quality t o  enhance 
real-time clinical consultatialn.. 
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Internet2 is the foremost U.S. advanced networking consortium. Led by the 
research and education community since 1996, Internet2 promotes the missions of 
its members by providing both leading-edge network capabilities and unique 
partnership opportunities that together facilitate the development, deployment and 
use of revolutionary Internet tmechnologies. The Internet2 Network and its member 
community innovations in miiddleware, security, educational networking, and 
partnerships with premier felderal agencies such as NIH are uniquely positioned to 
deliver high performance, fkxible, low-cost connectivity in support of healthcare 
needs on a sustained basis oln the local, regional, state, and national levels. In  the 
process, these partnerships (are likely to expand technological capabilities, increase 
the range of geographical access to sophisticated treatment modalities, and 
redefine the parameters of disease diagnosis, treatment, and management. 

We are pleased to offer our Support for this initiative, which will enhance the 
provision of regional telehealth and telemedicine services. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas E. Van Houweling 
President and CEO, Internet2 
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STATE OF lNDL4NA 

State House, S e e d  Floor 

Mkl& E. Daniels, Jr. 
OPRCE OF THE $.OVERNOR Gooemm 

hCklapDhS, Iillhlal46204 - 
April 21,2007 



May 3,2007 




